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increasing pressurefrom European powersand nationaist movementsgained
momentumwithinitsterritories, the Kurdsbegan devel oping asense of ethnic
identity and self-awareness. Intell ectua sand K urdi sh élites began advocating
for Kurdishrightsand cultural recognition, setting thefoundation for anationa
consciousness. Nonethd ess, Kurdish nationdism remained secondary totribal
and local allegiances, and it was only later, amid the political upheaval
surrounding World War |, that Kurdish nationalism would crystalliseasa
coherent palitica force.

With the collapse of the Ottoman Empireat the end of World War 1, the
Allied powers proposed new boundariesand state formationsinthe Middle
Eadt. The Treaty of Sevresin 1920 wasthefirst document toformaly recognise
thepossibility of aKurdish state. Article 64 of thetreaty included provisions
for apotentia independent Kurdish nation in parts of the former Ottoman
Kurdistan. For many Kurds, this moment symbolised the long-awaited
possibility of autonomy and recognition within aninternationd framework.

However, the Treaty of Sevreswasnever implemented. Thegeopolitical
dynamicsof theregion and therise of MustafaK emal Atatiirk, who led the
Turkish War of Independence, quickly rendered thetreaty obsolete. Turkish
forcesregected foreignintervention and asserted control over what they deemed
Turkish territory, including the Kurdish regions. The subsequent Treaty of
Lausanne, signedin 1923, formalised the boundaries of themodern Turkish
Republic and entirely disregarded Kurdish claims. Thisdiplomatic reversa
led to profound disillusionment among the Kurds and sowed the seedsof a
prolonged strugglefor autonomy and recognition.

Under theleadership of Atattirk, the newly established Turkish Republic
pursued apolicy of creeting ahomogeneousnationd identity based on Turkish
ethnicity andlanguage. Thispolicy, knownasTurkification, amedtodiminate
ethnicandlinguidtic differenceswithinthepopul ationtofoster acohesive Turkish
identity. Kurdish language, culture, and customswere suppressed, withthe
Kurdishidentity either outright denied or reclassified as* Mountain Turks to
obscure any ethnic distinction. The Kurdish population resisted these
assmilationist policies, leading to several uprisings, including the significant
Sheikh Said Rebellionin 1925. Sheikh Said, areligiousand tribal |eader,
mobilised Kurdishforcesagainst the Turkish state, demanding recognition of
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Kurdishidentity and Idamic governance. Therebellionwasquickly quashed
by the Turkish military, and theaftermath saw an increasein repression against
the Kurds. Kurdish leaderswere executed, Kurdish villageswere destroyed,
and lawswereenacted to restrict the Kurdish language and cultura practices.
Thisperiod marked aturning point, asit intensified Kurdish nationalismand
reinforced the perception of the Turkish state asan oppressiveforce.

Beyond Turkey, KurdsinIraq, Iran, and Syriafaced smilar struggles. In
Irag, British mandateauthoritiesinitialy promised Kurdish autonomy, but these
assuranceswere never fulfilled. Kurdishregionsin northern Irag remained
marginalised, and subsequent Iragi governments, particularly under Saddam
Hussein, adopted policies of forced rel ocation and Arabi sation to weaken
Kurdish politica influence. TheAnfal campaigninthe 1980sepitomised this
repression, with the Iragi regime committing atrocities against the Kurdish
population, including the use of chemical weaponsin Halabja. InIran, the
Kurdish movement encountered both cultural suppression and military
opposition. TheKurdsof Iranian Kurdistan sought autonomy within afedera
system, but the Pahlavi dynasty and | ater the | lamic Republic consistently
denied these aspirations. Briefly, in 1946, Kurds established the Republic of
M ahabad with Soviet backing, but thefledgling statewas short-lived, faling
withinayear dueto Iranian and internationa pressure. In Syria, theBa athist
regimemarginalised the Kurdish population through policiessuch asthedenid
of citizenshipto thousandsof Kurds, rendering them stateless. Kurdish politica
activismwascong stently repressed, though Kurdishidentity remainedresilient,
resurfacing in the context of the Syrian Civil War, where Kurdish groups
established autonomousregionsin northeastern Syria.

TheKurdish nationalist movement today isdeeply influenced by these
historica legaciesof repression and fractured identity. In Turkey, theKurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), foundedin 1978, initiated an armed strugglefor Kurdish
autonomy. Although the PKK hasevolved over timeand now advocatesfor
democratic autonomy rather than outright independence, the Turkish state
continuesto view it asamajor security threat, resulting in ongoing conflict.
Meanwhile, inIrag, the Kurdistan Regiona Government (KRG) emerged as
asemi-autonomousentity inthe aftermath of the Gulf War and gained further
autonomy followingtheU.S.-ledinvasion of Iraqin 2003. In 2017, the KRG

70



VoicesfromtheVault: Feminist Narrativesand Resistancein Aparna Sen’sGoynar Baksho

held an independencereferendum, which passed with overwhel ming support
among Kurds but was met with opposition from the Iragi government and
neighboring states, underscoring the persistent international oppositionto
Kurdish gatehood. In Syria, the Syrian Civil War provided auniqueopportunity
for Kurdish groupsto assert autonomy through the formation of Rojava, a
self-administered Kurdish region based on principles of direct democracy
and gender equality. However, thefuture of Rojavaremainsuncertain dueto
regional power dynamicsand international interests.

Methodology: Postcolonial Theory and ResistanceL iterature

Postcolonial theory, asdevel oped by scholars such as Edward Said, Gayatri
Spivak, and Homi Bhabha, providesacrucia lensthrough whichto analyse
theintersection of colonid legacies, identity, and res stancewithinmarginaised
communities. Said’sconcept of “ Orientalism” (1978) offersafoundational
critique of how Western discourseshave congtructed the* East’ asan exoticised
andinferior * Other,” serving asatool of domination that justified colonial
interventions. Thistheoretica framework becomesrelevant when examining
the Kurdish experience, where Kurds have been marginalised not only within
Middle Eastern nation-states but also in Western narrativesthat often reduce
them to an oppressed minority. These portraya sfrequently fail to capturethe
full depth of Kurdishidentity, resstance, and culturd richness ingeedreinforcing
gtereotypesthat framethem either asthreatsto Sate unity or aspassivevictims
inneed of rescue.

Spivak’sinfluentia work on representation, particularly her critique of
who speaks for the marginalised, adds another dimension to the Kurdish
struggle. In her seminal essay “ Can the Subaltern Speak?’ (1988), Spivak
underscores the need to interrogate how narratives are constructed about
marginalised groups and who is afforded the authority to articul ate these
narratives. The Kurdish experience of systematic exclusion and erasure by
hegemonic satesacross Turkey, Iran, Irag, and Syriamirrors Spivak’ sconcept
of the* suba tern’ —those who are denied avoi cewithin dominant sociopolitica
frameworks. Thisconcept isespecidly pertinent to HarithaSavitri’sZin, which
centerson characterswho actively resist state-sanctioned oppression. The
novel highlightsvoicesthat are otherwise marginaised within Kurdish society
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itself, such as those of women who confront patriarchal norms and state
violence. Thisfocusalignswith Spivak’sinsistenceon listening to subaltern
voicesasthey articulatetheir own experiences, rather than having their stories
mediated or spoken for by outsiders.

Bhabha'stheory of 'hybridity' and 'Third Space,’ further enrichesthe
understanding of Kurdish identity and resistance. Inhisanalysis, hybridity
chdlengesthebinary opposition between col oniser and colonised by suggesting
that colonial encounters create new, hybrid identitiesthat defy simplistic
classfications. Kurdishidentity issmilarly complex and multifaceted, shaped
not only by theinfluence of the dominant statesthat have sought to assmilate
or suppress them but also by internal dynamics that reflect a blending of
traditiona va ueswith modern politica ideologies. Theemergenceof Kurdish
political parties, cultura expressions, and literature servesasan assertion of a
distinct Kurdishidentity that res stseasy categorisation. Thishybridity canbe
seeninKurdish art, literature, and activism, which often incorporate e ements
of both traditional Kurdish customsand contemporary socia and political
themes, creating auniqueculturd narrativethat chalengesmonolithic viewsof
nationalismandidentity.

Withinthisframework, Zinfunctionsasawork of resistanceliterature,
depicting how Kurdishindividualsand communitiesnavigate the complexities
of identity under oppressiveregimes. Savitri’sportrayal of characterssuchas
Seetha—awoman embodying resilience, defiance, and agency intheface of
systemic violence—illustrates Spivak’ snotion of “ speakingwith” rather than
“gpesking for” the subaltern. Seetha'scharacter isnot merely apassivevictim
of theoppressveforcessurrounding her; sheactively chalengestheseforces,
reclaiming her voiceand asserting her identity withinapatriarcha and paliticaly
hostile environment. Her narrative not only personifies Kurdish women’s
strugglesagainst patriarchal normsbut al so symbolisesabroader collective
fight for cultura preservation and recognitionwithinahostilepolitica |andscape.
Thisalignswith Spivak’sview that subaltern voices must be both heard and
respected, with attention given to the structures of power that have historicaly
suppressed them.

Therdevanceof postcolonid theory inthiscontext extendsbeyond literary
analysisto contributeto abroader understanding of how colonial legacies
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inform contemporary Kurdish struggles. Said'singghtsinto Orientdismreved
how theportraya of Kurdishidentity inregional and international discourses
often reinforces stereotypes and marginalisation, while Spivak’ s concept of
the subaltern underscorestheimportance of Kurdish voicesbeing represented
ontheir ownterms. Bhabha stheory of hybridity hel psscholarsrecognisethe
fluid and evolving natureof Kurdishidentity asit interactswith modern politica
movementsand cultura expressons, creating adynamic and res stant form of
self-representation. Thisframework illuminates how Kurdish resistance
literature, asexemplified in Zin, servesasacounter-narrativethat challenges
dominant representations, amplifiesmarginaised voices, and reclamsKurdish
identity and agency intheface of ongoing oppression. Zin, thus, becomesnot
only anarrative of Kurdishresilience but aso acritical commentary on how
colonia historiesand present-day state policiescontinueto shapetheKurdish
quest for autonomy and recognition.Rather thanreiterating theoreticd definitions,
the subsequent analysis appliesthese frameworksdirectly to the narrative
strategies, characterisation, and thematic concernsof Zin.

Conflict, Displacement, and Cultural | dentity

Zinunfoldsinaworldtorn gpart by conflict, wherethe Kurdish peoplestruggle
tomaintainther cultural identity against thebackdrop of systemicviolence The
novel moves between | stanbul and the devastated Kurdish regions, especidly
Amed (Diyarbakyr). Thenarrativefollows Seetha, an Indian student fromthe
University of Barcel ona, who travel sto Diyarbakir while pregnant with her
lovechild. Her persond journey tofind her Kurdishlover, Dewran, quickly
descendsinto anightmare of state violence when sheisapprehended by the
Turkish secret police. Thenovel offersan unflinching ook at the‘ genocidal
state machinery’ as Seetha is subjected to brutal torture and gang-rape,
strategically ‘ staked asbait’ tolure Dewran and hissiblings, who have been
branded asterroristsby theregime.

The novel’s portrayal of displacement is reminiscent of what Said
describesasthe® exilic condition” where the sense of belonging isdisrupted,
and identity becomesasite of contestation (Said 2001). The Kurdish people,
spread across Turkey, Syria, Irag, and Armenia, aredepicted aslivingina
state of perpetual exile, their existence marked by the constant threat of
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erasure. Thenove'’ssetting, which dternates between the cosmopolitan city of
Istanbul and the desolate Kurdish regions, serves as a metaphor for the
fracturedidentity of the Kurdish people. Thisdudity isfurther complicated by
the protagonist’sjourney into the depths of Kurdish suffering, revealing the
deep-seated cultural and emotional scarsthat definethe Kurdish experience.
Seetha sfight for liberty becomesincidental, trapped withinthe diplomatic
haggling’ between two nationswhere humanitarian concernsare sidelined for
commercia and political interests. Through thislens, Savithri depictsastate
that ‘ bresksal boundsto mercilesdy exterminate’ itsK urdish minority, forcing
the protagonist into atransnationa strugglefor surviva.

FemaleAgency and the Subaltern Voice

Therepresentation of femaeagency inZinisoneof thenove’smost significant
contributionsto the discourse on Kurdish resistance. Seetha, embodiesthe
reslienceand defianceof Kurdishwomen, chalenging thepatriarcha structures
within both K urdish society and the oppressive state apparatus. Her wrongful
detention by Turkishauthoritiesand her refusa to beslencedisapowerful act
of res sanceexemplifyingwhat Spivak conceptudisesasthesubdtern’sstruggle
to speak within hegemonic power structures. While state mechanisms attempt
to silence her through incarceration and violence, Seetha’ sbody and voice
become sites of resistance, transforming personal suffering into political
testimony. Rather than portraying her asapassivevictim, Zin presentsher as
an ethical witnesswhaose endurance mobilisestransnationa solidarity across
borders. Her search for Dewranisinitialy apersona quest of love. However,
asshewitnessesthesystematic* Turkification’ —wherespesking Kurdishinvites
suspicion and loving aKurd makes onean enemy—her identity shiftsfroman
observer to an active participant in resistance. Her experience mirrorsthe
collectivetraumaof Kurdish civilianssubjected to ateviolence, thereby linking
individua painto abroader history of repression. Indoing so, thenovd affirms
that subaltern res stance need not dwaysbearticulated through armed struggle
but may a so emergethrough survival, empathy, and refusal to be erased.

Mojab (2001) arguesthat Kurdishwomen’sparticipationintheresistance
movement disrupts traditional gender roles and redefines the concept of
nationhood. Zinreflectsthisdisruption, portraying women asactive participants
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inthestrugglefor afree Kurdistan. The novel challengesthe stereotypical
depiction of womenin conflict zonesaspassvevictims, presenting theminstead
asempowered agentswho fight not only for their people’ sfreedom but a so
for their ownrightsand dignity. The brutal torture Seethaenduresin Turkish
custody isnot portrayed s mply asan act of victimisation but asacatalyst for
collective mobilisation—onethat compelsstudents, journalists, and activists
from Turkey, Barcelona, and Indiato unitein her defense. Thiscross-border
solidarity underscores the ways in which women'’s bodies, voices, and
experiencescanincitepolitical consciousnessand action. Savithri dso portrays
the everyday resistance of Kurdish womenwho live under constant threat,
highlighting how actsof care, gorytdling, and survival arethemsdavespoalitica.
Inthisway, Zinredefinesthe contoursof nationhood by placingwomen at the
center of the narrative, not asadjunctsto malerevolutionaries but asagents
whosestrugglesfor bodily autonomy and voiceareinseparablefromthelarger
quest for Kurdish saf-determination.

Resistance and the Dream of a FreeKurdistan

Therecurring dream of afreeKurdistan, uniting al Kurdish-mgjority regions
into asovereign nation, iscentral to Zin. Thisdream isasymbol of hopeand
resilience, much like what Bhabha describesasthe” Third Space,” where
cultura negotiation takes place, alowing for the emergence of new formsof
identity and resistance (Bhabha1994). The novel portraysthisdream asnot
merely apolitical aspiration but asamanifestation of the collectivedesirefor
self-determination and cultural survival.Seetha sstory, in particular, operates
withinthishybrid space—an Indian woman whose persond journey becomes
entangled with the Kurdish struggle, making her both an outsider and a
participant. Her transformation throughout the nove reflectshow cultura and
politica identitiesarenct inherited or Satic, but forged through conflict, empathy,
and shared purpose. However, as Natali notes, the Kurdish struggle is
complicated by thegeopoliticd reditiesof theregion, whereinternationa powers
often use the Kurds as pawnsin their strategic games. Zinaddresses this
complexity, depicting the betrayal of the Kurdsby powerful alieslikethe
United States, which usestheminthefight against | SISonly to abandonthem
to Turkishaggresson. Thisportraya of geopalitical manipulation highlightsthe
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precariousnessof the Kurdish situation and theimmense challengesthey face
inredlisingtheir dream of afree Kurdistan.

Zinultimately demongtrateshow literaturecanfunction asan ethicd archive
of resgance, preserving sllenced historieswhileforging transnationa soliderities.
By narrativising the Kurdish struggle through femal e agency, trauma, and
intimateactsof reslience, HarithaSavitri transformsadistant geopolitica conflict
into adeeply human narrative. The nove challenges state-sponsored erasure
whileaffirming storytelling asavital mode of cultural survival and political
witness. Situated within global resistanceliterature, Zin not only amplifies
marginalised voicesbut a so invitesreadersto recognise the shared human
stakes of displacement, dignity, and freedom.
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Embodied Resistance: Corporeality and Agency in
Poetics of Kutti Revathi and Sukirtharani

Dhivyaa Rajeswaran

Abstract

Thisessay critically comparesand analysesK utti Revathi’sBody’s Door and
Sukirtharani’sMy Body, two Dalit feminist poemsthat engage with thetheme
of corporeslity. Through an exploration of thebody asasiteof both oppression
and empowerment, the article examineshow these poetsusethe materidity of
the body to assert agency, resistance, and self-reclamation. The analysis
highlights how both poems reject the historical objectification and
marginalization of the Dait femalebody, positioning it instead asaspacefor
radical sdf-affirmation. By employing metaphorssuch asthedoor inRevathi’s
poem andthesensudity of thebody in Sukirtharani’ spoem, both poetschalenge
patriarchal and casteist norms, reclaiming their bodies not aspassive sitesof
violence but as active agentsof change. Thearticlefurther incorporatesthe
theoretical frameworksof Judith Butler’'s* performativity,” bell hooks * self-
love and‘resistance,” and Anjali Arondekar’ sagpplication of ‘intersectiondity’
to caste, sexuality, gender, and col onialism, to deepen the understanding of
these poets embodied express onsof political resistance. Theessay concludes
that thethemeof corporedity inbothworksisnot only acritiqueof thehistorica
violencedoneto Ddlit women’sbodiesbut al so an assertion of their autonomy,
sexuality, and embodied power intheface of oppressive systems.

Keywords. Corporeality; Feminism; Empowerment; Political Resistance;
Oppression

I ntroduction

Tamil feminist poeticsencompassesarichliterary tradition which exploresthe
experiences, perspectives, and voices of Tamil women. This genre often
critiques, and challengesthe dominant patriarcha norms, societal expectations,
andit questionsthe social, cultural, and economic structure that perpetuates
gender-based discrimination. Tamil feminist poeticsprovideclear insghtsinto
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thelivesof Tamil women, focusing on their pain, obstacles, and power to
survive. Tamil feminist poeticsprovideaplatform for womento voiceout and
promote asense of agency and solidarity. Poetsdelveinto themessuch as
identity, body autonomy, love, and resistance. Poets have contributed to the
Tamil literary landscapes, pushing boundariesand challenging societal norms
through their poems. Thehistory of Tamil feminist poetry isrich and complex
gpanning centuries. Starting from Olavai, Adhimanthi, Ve liveedi, Avwaiyyar,
Karaikkal Ammalyar to present sensational poetslike MeenaKandasamy,
Malathy Maithri, Ku UmaDevi, Sukirtharani, Kutti Revathi, Salma, poets
have stood for theright spacefor womenfolk.

The essay discussestheworksof two famous poets, Sukirtharani, and
Kutti Revathi. They have made aremarkable contribution to Tamil literature.
Kutti Revathi and Sukirtharani emergeasrevolutionary voicesarticulating the
body asalandscapeof res stance. For poetslike K utti Revathi and Sukirtharani,
the body isnot just an image— it’sabattleground. I n the context of Tamil
literature, especially wherewomen’svoi ces have often been controlled or
erased by dominant narratives, both poetsusetheir work to reclaim the body
asadteof power, resistance, and memory. Revathi and Sukirtharani do not
writeabout the body in safe or sanitized ways. I nstead, they show it asdive,
unpredictable, and deeply tied to both nature and history. Thisessay explores
how Tamil feminist poetsK utti Revathi and Sukirtharani represent thebody in
thelr poetry — not just asaphysical form, but asaspace of memory, power,
and resistance. Both poetsreclaim thefemale body from atradition that has
renderedit either invisible or violable. In doing so, they construct apoetics
that isboth corporeal and insurgent, transforming private affect into public
dissent.

Existing scholarship on Tamil feminist poeticshaslargdly focused onthe
controversi es surrounding the body and the public backlash against women
who writeabout desireand sexuality. Scholarssuch as S. Anandhi, and Mini
Krishnan have explored how Tamil women’swriting confrontsthepatriarcha
control of language and space. Similarly, MeenaKandasamy hashighlighted
theroleof casteand sexudity in shaping contemporary Ddit women’swriting.
Inthe context of Sukirtharani, Ddlit literary scholarslike Gopa Guru, and.
S. Alonehaveframed her poeticswithin abroader discourseof Dalit aesthetics,
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